What is claimed is: 

1 . A general purpose engine comprising: 

a crankcase comprising a case main body as a principal part thereof; 
a cylinder block with which the case main body is integrally formed; 
a crankshaft having a plurality of crank webs; 
bearings; 

a bearing support member mounted on the case main body, the crankshaft 
being rotatably supported via the bearings in the bearing support member and the 
case main body; 

a valve operating mechanism; and 

a drive transmission wheel housed within the crankcase so as to transmit 
rotational power to the valve operating mechanism, the drive transmission wheel 
being fixedly provided on the crankshaft so as to be outside the crank web that, 
among the crank webs, is at one end in the axial direction; 

wherein the crankcase comprises the case main body and a cover secured 
to the case main body; and 

wherein the bearing support member, which is disposed between the drive 
transmission wheel and the crank web that is at one end in the axial direction, is 
formed into a shape that allows oil held within the crankcase to flow between 
opposite sides of the bearing support member and is mounted on the case main 
body. 
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